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renewed, this time with better hope. Dr, Booth went over to the Bbhop of
Natal,1 who intervened—and he would not take no for an answer—till at last
the offer was not only accepted, but they were- able to form a very decent
Stretcher-bearer Corps which, as they all knew, did its humble share. If he
had dealt with that matter in some detail, it was in order to render a humble
tribute to the European friends and to say that at that time, as on many other
occasions, there had been a perfect blending, a perfect harmony and a perfect-
ly friendly tone, that at that time they were not without European sympathy
and without European friends. With what a heavy heart, then, would he
leave South Africa when he had all those rich memories. If he dwelt upon that
incident, he also dwelt upon it in order to show to his countrymen that, if
they always clamoured for their rights, if they always wanted to resist any
encroachment upon their rights, they had also to recognize their obligations
as members of a state. That was an occasion which offered itself for such
a recognition on the part of the Indian community, and though they had
been only a few thousand, he thought that they had done whatever it was
in their power to do, and he wished to remind his countrymen of that occa-
sion and wished them to understand that the settlement also carried with it
obligations.2
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
When I agreed to come over to Veralam, I had no idea in
my mind that I would receive an address. I came only to pay
homage to my indentured brothers and to explain to them the
facts under the new law. Moreover, a visit to this place is for
me like going on a pilgrimage, for the Indian friends here played
 1	Vide Vol. Ill, p. 129.
 2	Brief reports in Tkt Trmneal L*e&r and Tkt Sfcr, both, of 13-7-1914,
said: "Mr. Gandhi made an important statement to the cfifect that Indian
disabilities were only partially satisfied by the Relief Bill, and added that
the question of equal status was bound to oome up in the future. He was leav-
ing South Africa for some years, but might return.**
 3	Gandhiji addressed a farewell meeting of about 5,000 indentured and
other Indians.   Some representative Europeans abo attended. Addresses and
purees were presented to him on behalf of Tamik and other Indians from
Veruiaxn and Tongaat.   E. H, T^ngafm presided.  Gandhiji  first  spofce   in
Hindi and then in English. For the speech in English, mi* die fallowing item.
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